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Wetland Delineation Sheet 
 

Quadrant =    Transect =   Plot =  
 
Vegetation Relative Dominance: 
 

Strata1 Species2 % or Density3 RD Dominance (√ ) 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     
   
Soil Indicators4: 
 
 
 
Hydrology Indicators5: 
 
 
 

1Strata are herb (herbaceous and woody <1 m), shrub (woody >1 m, <3 in. dbh), tree (woody >3 in dbh), 
and woody vine (climbing vines >1 m tall; rare).   
 2Number all unknowns (e.g., unk #1, #2, etc); collect, press and mount one voucher for each unique 
dominant plant species. 
 3Plot size is 1, 40, 100, and 400 m2 for herb, woody vine, shrub, and tree.  Usually percent horizontal cover 
is used only for herb unless vegetation is nearly impenetrable.  Place center of plots systematically every 5, 10, and 
20 m along transect in emergent, scrub-shrub, and forested wetlands, respectively.  At least one transect should be 
placed per quadrant and traverse elevation gradients.  Transect should start in the center of the wetland where it 
intersects a cardinal azimuth or at the permanent water line.  Start your first plot 10 m upslope from the start of the 
transect unless its placement is outside the wetland boundary.  In this case, use the midpoint distance from the start 
of the transect to the upland.  The last plot should be in the upland (for evidence of the wetland edge) so a minimum 
of 2 plots per quadrant should be measured. 
 4Inspect a soil core at plot center for gleying, mottling, organic content (>20%), and presence of oxidized 
rhizospheres, and note if sulfidic odor exists.  
 5Primary indicators include inundated, saturated in upper 12 inches, water marks, drift lines, sediment 
deposits, scouring, water-stained leaves, and plant adaptations (e.g., buttressing, aerenchyma, hypertrophied 
lenticels).  USGS and TVA river gage data can be used with DRGs to predict flood frequency and duration. 
 
       NOTE:  In a drought year, soil and hydrology indicators may not be present except in semi-permanent 

wetlands.  Indicate drought conditions on data sheet.  Provide video evidence of indicators. 
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Relative Dominance 
USFWS Classification 

 
Quadrant =     

 
Class1 Subclass Percent HC2

   

   

   

   

   
1Plot size is 1 m2 for substrate and herbaceous classes, and 100 and 400 m2 for scrub-shrub (<6 m 

[ 20 ft] in height) and forested (>6 m) wetlands. 
2Dominance is >30% horizontal cover of the tallest layer.  
 

Plant species occurrence in dominant layer =  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Relative Dominance 
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Quadrant =     
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1Plot size is 1 m2 for substrate and herbaceous classes, and 100 and 400 m2 for scrub-shrub 

(woody <6 m [ 20 ft] in height) and forested (>6 m) wetlands. 
2Dominance is >30% horizontal cover of the tallest layer.  
 

Plant species occurrence in dominant layer =  
 
 
 


