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THE LAKE STURGEON 

Acipenser fulvescens 
Josephe Huët 1868 

Harkness and Dymond 1961  

ECOMORPHOLOGY 

A “Supra-benthic cruiser” with unique adaptations… 

Peterson and Vecsei 2004  
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BACKGROUND 

Overharvesting Habitat 
Fragmentation 

Habitat 
Degradation 

MECHANISMS FOR 
DECLINE 

Pollock et al. 2015  

REINTRODUCTION 

1995 

DRAFTED LAKE STURGEON MANAGEMENT PLAN 

RESTORE SELF-SUSTAINING POPULATION 

“TENNESSEE RIVER LAKE STURGEON WORKING GROUP” 
	  

SLSWG Management Plan 2013  

REINTRODUCTION 

HATCHERY PRODUCTION PROGRAM 

~200,000 LAKE STURGEON STOCKED TO DATE 

SLSWG Management Plan 2013  



12/17/15	  

3	  

KNOWLEDGE GAP 

RESEARCH EFFORTS IN THE SOUTHEAST 

RESEARCH EFFORTS IN NORTHERN REACHES 

Bezold and Peterson 2008  

IN A NUTSHELL: 
 

What’s available for them to eat    
vs    

What they are actually eating 
and 

Why does it matter? 

STUDY AREA 
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	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Why this study area? 
	  	  	  	  	  

C. Saidak, unpublished data 

PREY AVAILABILITY 

PREY AVAILABILITY 
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HARD SUBSTRATE 

IDENTIFICATION 
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IDENTIFICATION	  

1	  inch	  

IDENTIFICATION 

IDENTIFICATION 

100 μm 
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How do we find out what they actually eat? 

STURGEON ROUND-UP 

STURGEON ROUND-UP 
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GASTRIC LAVAGE 

COLONIC FLUSH 

COLONIC FLUSH 
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COLONIC FLUSH 

TAKE DIET/PREY AVAILABILITY DATA 

MANAGEMENT IMPLICATIONS? 

COMPARE AND CONTRAST IT 

ANALYSIS 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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QUESTIONS?	  

>>>Todd Amacker tamacker@vols.utk.edu McCord Hall  
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