HABITAT

7 Tidal Saltwater - Freshwater Marshes
7 Managed /Wetland Impoundments

7 Lakes, Ponds, Rivers, Streams, and
Upland Prairies & Fields

Juvenile
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Great Blue Herons have a black-and-white head, a larger,
more dagger-like yellow bill, and a black-bordered stripe
down the center of the neck. They lack the drooping
“bustle” at the tail. They fly (and often stand) with their
head folded back. GBHE is more slender and elongate.
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Whooping crane

Some herons and egrets are white, but are smaller, have
completely white wings, and fly with folded necks.

juvenile
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HERONS & EGRETS

Great blue heron
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REPRODUCTION

Little blue heron
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Green heron
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Great egret
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BRIEF HISTORY

Big gun in deadrise skiff built by Ira Hudson, Chincoteague, Va., ¢. 1915,
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Cattle egret

V‘!\.‘ Vi

Breeding
plumage

Nonbreeding
plumage

Even thoughiitis in
water, notice the thick
bill

Egrets

« Cattle Egrets are smaller and more compact, with
shorter and thicker bills, and they typically feed
on dry land. Their legs and bills are yellow,
whereas Snowy Egrets’ are black.

 Great Egrets are much larger than Snowy Egrets,
with yellowish bills. In flight, they have slower
and deeper wingbeats than Snowy Egrets.

11/6/2016

11


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hd03rcXDzUC78M&tbnid=Twl2TzNGbe9m7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nativeamericananimalmedicine.com%2Fcattle_egret_medicine.html&ei=1PV3Ut7-IOjMsQSB_oH4BQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHKPdZfA6JQEn5wiz5xIbqwrjB91g&ust=1383679697415792
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3TYh-9glLvULHM&tbnid=czuWzuIFgTCHwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fcattle-egret-bubulcus-ibis%2Fbreeding-bird-field&ei=FPZ3Ut-ZN8zJsQTU3YCoBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHKPdZfA6JQEn5wiz5xIbqwrjB91g&ust=1383679697415792
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=X-nISV_FvNB1tM&tbnid=1lFUEpf7QvFWSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treknature.com%2Fgallery%2Fphoto280619.htm&ei=b_Z3UrXzFOXksASEmICgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHZMKgarFsst_geGeV6oqOOLdvX4w&ust=1383679947246319

11/6/2016

Night-Herons

STORKS
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IBISES & SPOONBILLS
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White ibis

Roseate
spoonbill
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DARTERS & CORMORANTS

Thinner, sharp-pointed bill
Thick bill with hook 2 l )
[ 3

Short, stubby tail vs. long, turkey-like tail
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Double-crested [/
cormorant

Juvenile
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GOOFERY BIRDS

REPRODUCTION

ZNesting - Robust Emergent
Vegetation

& Peaks when Cattail Growth is Greatest

ZClutch size - 7-10 eggs
6 Nest:success — up to 50-80%

11/6/2016
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FORAGING ECOLOGY

7ZDiet - Opportunistic

(60% plant material, 40% animal matter)
Animal matter - Insects and their larvae,
Earthworms, Snails, Mollusks, and Small Fish

Plant matter - Pondweeds, Sedges, Algae,
Grasses, and Seeds

ZForaging - Shallow, dives or Peck
near;surface

HABITAT

7 Freshwater Marshes Interspersed Equally with Robust
Emergent Vegetation

7 50% Open Water: 50% Robust Emergent Veg
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Common
moorhen

American coot
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RAILS

(Secretive Marsh Birds)
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Clapper rail
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FORAGING ECOLOGY

71Diet - Opportunistic

X]Animal Matter - Small Fish, Crustaceons, Aquatic
Invertebrates, Insects and Larvae, Earthworms, Crayfish,
Frogs, and Small Snakes

x1Plant Matter - Variety of Vegetative Material and Moist-Soil
Plant Seeds

ZForaging - Probe mud and|/Shallow
Water,

11/6/2016
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HABITAT

HABITAT
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HUNTING

MORTALITY

ZNest Predators - Raccoons, Weasels,
Blackbirds, Wrens, Snakes, Birds of Prey

ZChick Predators - Pike, Bass, Sandhill
Cranes and other. Waders, Frogs, and Mink

AAdult Predators - Coyote, House Cats,
Great:Egrets, and|Birds of Prey

ZHabitat:Loss and Elooding

CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT

7 Preservation of/Wetland Habitat
A Population Status and Trends

7 Develop and/Refine Harvest: Surveys

11/6/2016
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