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HABITAT 

 Tidal Saltwater - Freshwater Marshes 

 

Managed Wetland Impoundments 

 

 Lakes, Ponds, Rivers, Streams, and 

Upland Prairies & Fields 

Sandhill crane 

Juvenile 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XqGoUry4WOITqM&tbnid=EkxvNOs7L9-4nM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fsandhill-crane-grus-canadensis%2Fsandhill-crane-bosque-del-apache-new-mexico-usa&ei=Gep3UquAF6zfsAS8oYCgAg&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHfxpsMR1J-sbv1H0oIomcVdS6uVw&ust=1383676779952904
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8XZPRHsI55ojoM&tbnid=roHKKsBXZ7PCTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.digital-images.net%2FGallery%2FWildlife%2FStudies%2FSandhills%2Fbody_sandhills.html&ei=1-p3UsfOBuq-sQTvm4K4Bg&psig=AFQjCNEDA-tmGNTaV6UFJEXelgqiy6DMmQ&ust=1383676967862856
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• Great Blue Herons have a black-and-white head, a larger, 

more dagger-like yellow bill, and a black-bordered stripe 

down the center of the neck. They lack the drooping 

“bustle” at the tail. They fly (and often stand) with their 

head folded back.  GBHE is more slender and elongate.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QsRVSNs7tEN59M&tbnid=Acylp0EI_FgYOM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AGreat_Blue_Heron_On_Rock1.jpg&ei=s-x3UurrLpHesASAkoKgBA&psig=AFQjCNGwQlJBEHhHE0yDDy8eCPtcj6cqhQ&ust=1383677491865139
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pdy6wqZLVxzvSM&tbnid=ao0pUJqd8YApwM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wunderground.com%2Fwximage%2Fsigmund%2F224&ei=Bex3UsvYKZPjsATruYH4Aw&psig=AFQjCNFxklf1h-SLu1KMkhDFzf5J4drrGA&ust=1383677317720373
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MPpZ9p0_728aXM&tbnid=IAaNAJfkB6Q8RM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fru-pelecaniformes.blogspot.com%2F&ei=Mux3UsCZHMK2sATV14GoBg&psig=AFQjCNFs5mH8YPB__I3zn8aJoDnrWwWK5w&ust=1383677362505870
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Whooping crane 

Some herons and egrets are white, but are smaller, have 

completely white wings, and fly with folded necks. 

juvenile 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=b5sSZuUPMe6oHM&tbnid=IHLCWD_96xM3xM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fwhooping-crane-grus-americana%2Fwhooping-crane&ei=J-13Uu6gObDksASq5oGgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFuCu_3RfvfHMwA18_fN6wy-mWg1g&ust=1383677548980459
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DrGzF1-fLNvP4M&tbnid=qqn6zfKNjmYtjM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.davidmixner.com%2F2013%2F01%2Fwildlife-whooping-cranes-making-steady-comeback.html&ei=eO13Up-tMey2sATCq4HQBQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFuCu_3RfvfHMwA18_fN6wy-mWg1g&ust=1383677548980459
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HERONS & EGRETS 

Great blue heron 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=R25JUW4pcR8QCM&tbnid=vADuexVLap4srM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Frenewnrg.blogspot.com%2F2013%2F04%2Flivestream-great-blue-heron-nest-at.html&ei=HvN3Ur3LDOK_sQTp7oDoAw&psig=AFQjCNFBsjNnDUAhI5-5F2nhrmbWFDPgrA&ust=1383679134400999
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REPRODUCTION 

Little blue heron 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=H8hO0eg1T_z30M&tbnid=_7kAWqB1I819WM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fschrimsher.com%2FBlog%2Fprevious_post3.html&ei=qfN3UqniGa3esATnn4DYAw&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNG-8O0Re7cS9nV1WLXtymCZL7huhA&ust=1383679231701720


11/6/2016 

6 

Green heron 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZYEzCSFUA4B1XM&tbnid=_dr_PxhtwhTZnM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdinginformation.com%2Fbirds%2Fherons-bitterns-egrets%2Fgreen-heron%2F&ei=kPR3UoGvG-7dsATa34GgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHo6Um-_TYFn5DlzhCnyUmIVDARXQ&ust=1383679332656939
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZBod3lqkr6-NzM&tbnid=xqj43CUdx43d5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fdpughphoto.com%2Fswamp_animals.htm&ei=0vR3UujSBanasASL0IDIAw&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHo6Um-_TYFn5DlzhCnyUmIVDARXQ&ust=1383679332656939
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZBod3lqkr6-NzM&tbnid=xqj43CUdx43d5M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.willamalane.org%2Fpages%2Fbirding%2Fmillracepark.shtml&ei=_fR3Ur7lG_LLsQTO9IDICQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHo6Um-_TYFn5DlzhCnyUmIVDARXQ&ust=1383679332656939
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Great egret 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=VAn_Zkm_YaeCdM&tbnid=Bh4QBRKvNKQxEM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AGreat_Egret.jpg&ei=Hfd3UtPUNNPksATw8YHQAw&psig=AFQjCNGOOEI4L7d_31x23gdwhbI6XjYH6A&ust=1383680157929756
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=G6lI4MEoyBZbdM&tbnid=IJOyRHChZwyEeM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdsasart.com%2Fbn258.htm&ei=dPd3UtOpBvjIsATXtIHwAw&psig=AFQjCNEIpnWTJj3I8w_G9BqhSyKDFx5dJA&ust=1383680244146226
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=KtlP_Dzd7x235M&tbnid=TUuc1ubOjfq7qM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.featherlightphoto.com%2Fgreat-egret%2FhA1B8E75&ei=qfd3Uv_cOfHksASlzoGIBA&psig=AFQjCNEXCCfNjgIcE5enHAnItLMK47rarQ&ust=1383680297991131
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BRIEF HISTORY 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=8fSKhtYWakvGLM&tbnid=BHgG3ss82aURPM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fio9.com%2Fthis-comically-large-shotgun-was-once-used-for-hunting-636377395&ei=hyx5Uu2jB-TLsAT0goLQDg&bvm=bv.55980276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNElfDFEuq6OsyGu1xYV6oW5NKonHQ&ust=1383759345052258
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kwYvw06jtRBGdM&tbnid=BOw1tMQaBA_wTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pipecreekpress.com%2Freferences.html&ei=wSx5UoSTE7jJsQSizIGIBA&bvm=bv.55980276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNElfDFEuq6OsyGu1xYV6oW5NKonHQ&ust=1383759345052258
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=P5PXJ71WlvDCEM&tbnid=o8mLlgNZwEnqTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldwaterfowl.com%2Fshowthread.php%3Ft%3D250&ei=3ix5UrGnIsmtsASYhICwCA&bvm=bv.55980276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNElfDFEuq6OsyGu1xYV6oW5NKonHQ&ust=1383759345052258
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Snowy egret 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=beiolnAn8FFECM&tbnid=ovE14LoZbrFCuM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuges%2Ffriends%2Fhistory.html&ei=Ei15UtnwHebgsASCg4DIDg&bvm=bv.55980276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHlHMIIIJZb08bGTqC-KeHFxVk6IQ&ust=1383759495783576
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_4PH0BsWNIMWxM&tbnid=bikeXyihg5raTM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbirdchaser.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F09%2Fpuddles-usfws-blue-goose-sighting.html&ei=IS55UqzoNtKvsQSUqoEg&bvm=bv.55980276,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEM4XoqzV4gfxjlhBcMCHdDGSnLbQ&ust=1383759768023337
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=gftA1f-gJWca6M&tbnid=3p4aYG9DsOUaWM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.assateague.com%2Fsn-egret.html&ei=C_h3UrmzN87LsQTz9oC4BA&psig=AFQjCNFsrvgvxoDCO4bsgaAAm11dFbFEEQ&ust=1383680395983882
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Cattle egret 

Nonbreeding 

plumage 

Breeding 

plumage 

Even though it is in 

water, notice the thick 

bill 

Egrets 

• Cattle Egrets are smaller and more compact, with 

shorter and thicker bills, and they typically feed 

on dry land. Their legs and bills are yellow, 

whereas Snowy Egrets’ are black.  

 

• Great Egrets are much larger than Snowy Egrets, 

with yellowish bills. In flight, they have slower 

and deeper wingbeats than Snowy Egrets.  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hd03rcXDzUC78M&tbnid=Twl2TzNGbe9m7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nativeamericananimalmedicine.com%2Fcattle_egret_medicine.html&ei=1PV3Ut7-IOjMsQSB_oH4BQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHKPdZfA6JQEn5wiz5xIbqwrjB91g&ust=1383679697415792
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3TYh-9glLvULHM&tbnid=czuWzuIFgTCHwM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fcattle-egret-bubulcus-ibis%2Fbreeding-bird-field&ei=FPZ3Ut-ZN8zJsQTU3YCoBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHKPdZfA6JQEn5wiz5xIbqwrjB91g&ust=1383679697415792
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=X-nISV_FvNB1tM&tbnid=1lFUEpf7QvFWSM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.treknature.com%2Fgallery%2Fphoto280619.htm&ei=b_Z3UrXzFOXksASEmICgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHZMKgarFsst_geGeV6oqOOLdvX4w&ust=1383679947246319
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Night-Herons 

STORKS 

Wood stork 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=_xbDuaIYYvL9RM&tbnid=dgUZb8ZrbVzFXM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fprometheus.med.utah.edu%2F~bwjones%2F2005%2F09%2Fwood-stork%2F&ei=Gfp3Uvj6DOTIsASehICgBA&psig=AFQjCNFPPH2eM08aCAI9ist-YOy-YM3kGA&ust=1383680921265992
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=h761UkVJttfAcM&tbnid=c_uw8FMn50F2bM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FWood_Stork&ei=Wfp3Uoi9JtO2sASi0YCIBQ&psig=AFQjCNGXj0Ev7ByBFWTvmYUb9VCr4PpVRQ&ust=1383680985673433
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=JchhZjf5_OqOvM&tbnid=VVz1eHVPBCjQQM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dpughphoto.com%2Fnoela_t_martell_segura.html&ei=9fp3UpKCFOO_sQTi8IDICg&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFC3bMla_8E3_OgGc8x-NQW5MS4Vg&ust=1383681057062129
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IBISES & SPOONBILLS 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=hkieQg3OxUjRjM&tbnid=4XMODSsOtWBwEM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fwood-stork-mycteria-americana%2F2-birds-standing-mudflats-small-mangrove-island-bahia-de-panama&ei=Jvt3UqLMKuvLsATVpIKQBQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFC3bMla_8E3_OgGc8x-NQW5MS4Vg&ust=1383681057062129
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White ibis 

Roseate 

spoonbill 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AwYWr-1P16suTM&tbnid=aZ_XHEMdVsKqXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fquotes-pictures.feedio.net%2Fibis-white%2Fimages.gtcarlot.com*gtgallery*photo.phpquestionmarkid%3D40565494%2F&ei=fft3UozXBcbfsAS8jIDIBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHl9k8Hsq2EqP1olZEf9_RS15t2bQ&ust=1383681254907496
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=AwYWr-1P16suTM&tbnid=aZ_XHEMdVsKqXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdsasart.com%2Fbn130.htm&ei=q_t3UsO1DtSvsASfy4CIBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHl9k8Hsq2EqP1olZEf9_RS15t2bQ&ust=1383681254907496
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=qYxV5SaOSgKR5M&tbnid=1uXvxDgowffB_M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbase.com%2Ftgrey%2Fimage%2F95056928&ei=_vt3UpPRFpK_sQSU9IKYBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFVP2zH8d23PaBF9R0410J-fi3MdQ&ust=1383681374191900
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=QO79k9I1vsjQgM&tbnid=ZrLDyfpSGsRE7M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fradiogreenearth.org%2Fblog%2F%3Fp%3D4286&ei=ePx3UrKfO9LIsATI7oKIBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGoCSTSgZpIcNoy4le_GHyED_HcPQ&ust=1383681508022845
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DARTERS & CORMORANTS 

Thick bill with hook 

Thinner, sharp-pointed bill 

Short, stubby tail vs. long, turkey-like tail 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rJTFYmKp5GXuOM&tbnid=HLizx6949Rb0EM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdzilla.com%2Fbird-identification%2Fwhich-bird-did-you-see%2Fsearch-by-size%2Fbig.html&ei=vPx3UrjtNuzNsQS92IGgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGoCSTSgZpIcNoy4le_GHyED_HcPQ&ust=1383681508022845
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=x-AMa_234ofVuM&tbnid=VSOTUwWbgVRDvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.borealbirds.org%2Fguide%2Fguide_zoom.php%3Ftitle%3DBirds%2520of%2520the%2520Boreal%2520Forest%26groupid%3D1%26imageid%3D16948&ei=UgV4UtXKHuiosQSttIGYBQ&psig=AFQjCNFLWhio1sZzB2j4wi-gO3UsAMB-kQ&ust=1383683774835050
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MS8OWTsc_Wb4DM&tbnid=jypFZalInbL_tM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.floridaholidayreview.com%2Fanhinga.htm&ei=xQR4UoHIFs7dsASv_oHQBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHSTjPPZyj-3i-c_Bl3SoTPzw9IFg&ust=1383683609489400
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Adult Juvenile 

Double-crested 

cormorant 

Female 

Male 

Male- breeding plumage 
Anhinga 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=chesePLIwTbskM&tbnid=PO7EtqJfxH2feM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3ADouble-crested_cormorant.JPG&ei=twZ4Uq_OA47ksAT7m4GIBQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNF1pYR5OHN0GU-wcCYLy6qiqFaR3A&ust=1383684114668477
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=RYWO1cjn-rL4BM&tbnid=mJaLN0ncwBebaM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3ADouble-crested_Cormorant%2C_juvenile.jpg&ei=lQh4Us_jNOTL2QW9kYH4Aw&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNG2hTNJ-3xF-nZppZ3U2L9IEn2Y1g&ust=1383684605831092
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0j-ExWAB0Azn9M&tbnid=WTl7xKcd5l9ivM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fbillofthebirds.blogspot.com%2F2009%2F01%2Ftalking-anhingas.html&ei=NAp4UvjbD_SnsQSQ54G4Ag&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNH1wuX0XfflaIfBHVHzoleXe1THmA&ust=1383684948110815
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=0j-ExWAB0Azn9M&tbnid=WTl7xKcd5l9ivM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.florida-tourism.net%2Fflorida-wildlife%2Fanhinga.htm&ei=TQp4UuOtFLjEsATuxYDgBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNH1wuX0XfflaIfBHVHzoleXe1THmA&ust=1383684948110815
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=1EjkYN4JRyuoCM&tbnid=UOn92dQurELUXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fibc.lynxeds.com%2Fphoto%2Fanhinga-anhinga-anhinga%2Fposing-nicely-besides-lake&ei=iwp4UrL6Gqy-sQTlzYLIBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNH6ZOz1_-iyX00jeuGy6HCXYkR7Dw&ust=1383685115645294
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=WpR8M8nFRAGqYM&tbnid=lrzIZ4p8lzRCkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontfin.com%2FWord%2Ftag%2Fcormorants%2F&ei=TAh4UrSGNdOvsASO0YCoBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHBPxFkS28HsdULkWp255vIPYJ2TQ&ust=1383684351171169
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=jnzc_o07GCPGmM&tbnid=KG0ny7apHoamiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jrcompton.com%2Fphotos%2FThe_Birds%2FJ%2FApril-09.html&ei=XAl4UqSfAcfMsQSi4IKABw&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHoXczcgKfgnPiHX-a1LQeMgK12FQ&ust=1383684789756611
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GOOFY BIRDS 

REPRODUCTION 

Nesting - Robust Emergent 

Vegetation 

  Peaks when Cattail Growth is Greatest 

 

Clutch size - 7-10 eggs  

 Nest success – up to 50-80% 
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FORAGING ECOLOGY  

Diet - Opportunistic 

(60% plant material, 40% animal matter) 

Animal matter - Insects and their larvae, 

Earthworms, Snails, Mollusks, and Small Fish 

Plant matter - Pondweeds, Sedges, Algae, 

Grasses, and Seeds 

 

Foraging - Shallow dives or Peck 

near surface 

HABITAT 

 Freshwater Marshes Interspersed Equally with Robust 

Emergent Vegetation  

 50% Open Water: 50% Robust Emergent Veg 
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Common 

moorhen 

American coot 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=dOrqTOG4wG--cM&tbnid=1nEktYBZHNlvRM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdsofoklahoma.net%2FCommonmoorhen.htm&ei=D_93Uvm7IqetsQTAvICABg&psig=AFQjCNGtNLgZlSpHAJd6jfryUrEc1uCd5w&ust=1383682191683045
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=TOckSt5fv54IbM&tbnid=kYsRGkjNCbfA6M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhptv.org%2Fnatureworks%2Fmoorhen.htm&ei=L_93UsrkFsG_sQSM9oCICg&psig=AFQjCNEiYlN7h1N_g2jUmcO9xULBASyE_A&ust=1383682223426147
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=O42TNlxix8wyFM&tbnid=Oxpt0AwkEaFKTM:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allaboutbirds.org%2Fguide%2Fcommon_gallinule&ei=XP93Uq75IermsASZ04G4BA&psig=AFQjCNFACKsQIIGXr3rucsw2eNKa_tLAXQ&ust=1383682268595396
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mxIgSxMMrQYEUM&tbnid=YaOTi-Q4dONj8M:&ved=0CAgQjRwwAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nenature.com%2FAmericanCoot.htm&ei=kP93UsrLKIHKsQS2gIGgBQ&psig=AFQjCNH0ig0R7GrmlYNlVFsxlsB39xdLHg&ust=1383682320716839
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=L2gpDs1yeimwPM&tbnid=axtFXMGMIdfPHM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.birdinginformation.com%2Fbirds%2Fcoots-rails-gallinule%2Famerican-coot%2F&ei=uv93UofsBM21sAS4wIDwBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGH7oXw9aqndCIlbjujZQxy7jmwrQ&ust=1383682359578761
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Purple gallinule 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=aIiuXzRTS0m4zM&tbnid=l-AZt6nYmYO_DM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FAmerican_Coot&ei=5_93UumeJam_sQTd8YDQBw&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHbJAr6n7fpatu0vEHkIhvi1ihjHg&ust=1383682401602531
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=7-FXV2jiggZTUM&tbnid=8HuOQUhMCi09WM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs2.startribune.com%2Fblogs%2Fwingnut%2Fcategory%2Fbird-migration%2Fpage%2F3%2F&ei=DQB4Up_OFuvZsASjnYGABA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNF-ea2TXQipFpHUJ1Ani1UVqL0i0w&ust=1383682440054178
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=A4iCF3KR0JAinM&tbnid=7QN1Sd3fDXVJ4M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wunderground.com%2Fwximage%2Fviewsingleimage.html%3Fmode%3Dsingleimage%26handle%3DFloridaFanToo%26number%3D170&ei=PQB4UoDBOu-1sATkj4GoCg&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEdyxZu0qloeZeE9nBddCT7PSqTbQ&ust=1383682484008423
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=s5erVgjoXrVPnM&tbnid=savX00X6cKVSJM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.embedinc.com%2Folin%2Fphotos.htm&ei=bAF4Ur3KD4nLsAS8-IKQBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEdyxZu0qloeZeE9nBddCT7PSqTbQ&ust=1383682484008423
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RAILS 
(Secretive Marsh Birds) 
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Virginia rail 

Sora 

Clapper rail 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=6CSrQvDv5jZUvM&tbnid=4dbZu8vOydA7cM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnwbirdblog.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F04%2Fvirginia-rail_15.html&ei=2wF4UoG1AoihsQSO64D4AQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGcYP9nVGvmrKTE0TaTgQ2AvT5d0Q&ust=1383682853908566
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=XtV-G7O5DoCc9M&tbnid=pJ6EwXd9GSlPCM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alanmurphyphotography.com%2Ftax%2520list%2Fgruiformes%2Fvirginiarail%2520tax.htm&ei=OgJ4UpDYGtK-sQT714GoBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGcYP9nVGvmrKTE0TaTgQ2AvT5d0Q&ust=1383682853908566
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=FLKAV5oLCl8FsM&tbnid=8SMvhDv1Un22LM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcountrycaptures.blogspot.com%2F2012%2F07%2Fsora-rail-snapping-turtle.html&ei=ygJ4UpX0OtSosATtrYHIBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGa9XfylrbdLq9fky1v3BQwZbimMA&ust=1383683066326612
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ldfRLpoL__0gDM&tbnid=hm4Ww79smvW0NM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flickr.com%2Fphotos%2Fjake_paredes%2F3454606855%2F&ei=_QJ4Ur-gEcjMsASSi4GoBA&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGa9XfylrbdLq9fky1v3BQwZbimMA&ust=1383683066326612
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=kPJd1CkXnHV5RM&tbnid=zmmNOxLD89SjRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allaboutbirds.org%2Fguide%2FClapper_Rail%2F&ei=qQN4Uu-rFsrPsATOtoGgBQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHfOobWKOEtL32jNN5HR-ebkF89IA&ust=1383683297544979
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King rail 

CLAPPER RAIL NEST 

FORAGING ECOLOGY  

Diet - Opportunistic 
Animal Matter - Small Fish, Crustaceons, Aquatic 

Invertebrates, Insects and Larvae, Earthworms, Crayfish, 

Frogs, and Small Snakes 

Plant Matter - Variety of Vegetative Material and Moist-Soil 

Plant Seeds 

 

Foraging - Probe mud and Shallow 

Water  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fZJAm9OsJr3JGM&tbnid=G-kw1e_exxgC-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.planetofbirds.com%2Fgruiformes-rallidae-king-rail-rallus-elegans&ei=8wN4UpG_IY3dsASP3ICoBQ&bvm=bv.55819444,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNGyHfXJZISTri-zaY1EXfphaZwyZg&ust=1383683429150636
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HABITAT 

HABITAT 
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HUNTING 

MORTALITY 

Nest Predators - Raccoons, Weasels, 

Blackbirds, Wrens, Snakes, Birds of Prey 

 

Chick Predators - Pike, Bass, Sandhill 

Cranes and other Waders, Frogs, and Mink 

 

Adult Predators - Coyote, House Cats, 

Great Egrets, and Birds of Prey 

 

Habitat Loss and Flooding 

CONSERVATION & MANAGEMENT 

Preservation of Wetland Habitat 

 

 

Population Status and Trends 

 

 

Develop and Refine Harvest Surveys 
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Bitterns 


