
Common Southeast Wetland Plants 
WFS 340 

 
Common name1,2 Scientific name Benefit to Waterfowl 

alligatorweed Alternanthera philoxeroides No 
bearded beggar tick Bidens aristosa Seed 

watershield Brasenia schreberi Inverts 
balloon vine Cardiospermum halicacabum No 
hop sedge Carex lupulina Seed 
coon’s tail Ceratophyllum demersum Aquatic Vegetation, Inverts 

redroot flatsedge Cyperus erythrorhizos Seed, Tubers 
chufa flatsedge Cyperus esculentus Seed, Tubers 

common barnyardgrass Echinochloa crusgalli Seed 
Walter’s millet Echinochloa walteri Seed 
water hyacinth Eichhornia crassipes No 

needle spike rush Eleocharis acicularis Browse, Seed 
jewelweed Impatiens capensis No 

common rush Juncus effuses  Seed 
rice cut grass Leersia oryzoides Seed 

common duckweed Lemna minor Aquatic Vegetation, Inverts 
sprangletop Leptochloa panacea Seed 

cardinal flower Lobelia cardinalis No 
seedbox Ludwigia alternifolia No 

purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria No 
yellow water lily Nuphar advena Inverts 

American white water lily Nymphaea odorata Inverts 
fall panicum Panicum dichotomiflorum Seed 

knotgrass Paspalum distichum Seed 
swamp smartweed Polygonum hydropiperoides Inverts 

Pennsylvania smartweed Polygonum pensylvanicum Inverts 
horned beakrush Rhynchospora corniculata Seed 

sugarcane plume grass Saccharum giganteum No 
broadleaf arrowhead Sagittaria latifolia Tubers 

wool grass Scirpus cyperinus Seed 
river hemp Sesbania exaltata No 

green bristlegrass Setaria viridis Seed 
American bur reed Sparganium americanum Seed 

broadleaf cattail Typha latifolia Cover 
cocklebur Xanthium strumarium No 

1Need to be able to identify pressed herbarium specimens.   
 2Need to be able to spell correctly either the entire common or scientific name. 
 


