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Waterfowl Counts and
Regulation Setting

Jamie C. Feddersen, Certified Wildlife Biologist®
Waterfowl Program Leader

How I will bore you

* Talking about me

* Talking about what you need to know

e Talking about why/how we count waterfowl
* Talking about why/how we set regulations
* Quiz (so maybe you’ll pay attention)
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Stuff You Need to Know

* Breeding Population Estimate (Bpop)

» Adaptive Harvest Management (AHM)
 Flyway Technical Sections and Councils
* Service Regulations Committee

* Federal Register
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Waterfowl Bpop and Habitat Surveys

Counting Ducks and Ponds

www.flyways.us/node/25865

Waterfowl Population Status
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Waterfowl

Fopulation Status, 2016

www.fws.gov/birds
www.flyways.us
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May Ponds

www.fws.gov/birds
i"“;'. www.flyways.us

Waterfowl Population Status
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Adaptive Harvest Management
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Adaptive Harvest
Management
2017 Hunting Season

ﬁ www.fws.gov/birds

Regulatory Alternatives

Toble 2 - Regulatos ot 1
Flyway
thon Atlantle® | Missls=ippl | Cent | Prcific
Feriea wlore

Bag Limit (total / mallard /e mallord )

Reseric tive 3/3/1 2/1 /3/1 | 1/3/1
Moderate | 6/4/2 | 6/4/1 6/5/1 | T/s/2
Liberal G/4/2 | 6/4/2 6/5/2 |
www.fws.gov/birds

Optimal Regulatory Strategy
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Regulatory Alternatives

Table - Regilatory alternatives for Uhe 3017 duck-hinting ssson.

Flyway
Regulotion Atlntie® | Misslssippl [ Contral [ Pacific

Shooting Hours aneehalf hoawr before sunrise (o sunsct

Framework Dates

Restrictive | Oct 1-Jan 20 | Saturday nearest Oct | to the Suday nearest Jan 30

Moderate

<Libewi>

Saturday pearvst September 24 1o the lust Sunday in Jumsry

Season Length (days)

Restrictive 0 0 a9 0
Moderate i5 i G0 86
< Libwral (o] 60 74 107 =
Bag Limit (total S mallard |/ len mallord )
Restrictive 3/3/1 3/2/1 3/3/1 4/3/1
Moderate 6/4/2 f/4)1 G/5 /)] i/5/2
< Liberal 6/4/2 6/4/2 6/5/2 7/7/2 =

www.fws.gov/birds

. www.flyways.us

Administrative Flyways

Facific Central Mississippi Atlantic

U.S. Migratory Bird Flyways
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Flyway Councils
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Regulatio

n Setting

Hunting Seasons

Fall Flyway Finalized
Meetings Frameworks (Federal Register)
Proposed i
3 Final Frameworks
(Federal Register) Advertised
(Federal Register)
Service States Select
Regulations Seasons
Committee
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Tennessee Waterfowl Regulations
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Setting Regulations
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Duck Hunt

Stuff You Should Know

* Spring Duck Counts

e The “Black Box”

» Waterfowl Workhorses

» Waterfowl “Fat Cats”

* Season decision makers
* | et the people know

Any Questions?
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